
Choices! 

by Mark Brunner 

A Double Edged Sword! (Judges 6:37-39) 

There’s a time to be deliberate and a time to translate that deliberation into 
action. All plan and no reaction to the plan is not worth the planning. It’s the 
action that makes the plan worthwhile, not the other way around. If you wait 
for the perfect plan, you may never find it and then nothing gets done. 

It’s great to put your nose to the grindstone and get the work done. It’s also 
great to know what you are doing before you put your nose anywhere near a 
grindstone. Getting the work done and doing it right are important. 
Unfortunately, when we focus too much on one over the other, we often end up 
in deadlock. In the first place we may do a lot of work without results; in the 
second we might find the perfect plan but never see it executed. Either way 
there is frustration. 

To illustrate–A farmer hired a man to work for him. He told him his first task 
would be to paint the barn and said it should take him about three days to 
complete. But the hired man was finished in one day. The farmer set him to 
cutting wood, telling him it would require about four days. The hired man 
finished in a day and a half, to the farmer’s amazement. The next task was to 
sort out a large pile of potatoes. He was to arrange them into three piles: seed 
potatoes, food for the hogs, and potatoes that were good enough to sell. The 
farmer said it was a small job and shouldn’t take long at all. At the end of the 



day the farmer came back and found the hired man had barely started. “What’s 
the matter here?” the farmer asked. “I can work hard, but I can’t make 
decisions!” replied the hired man. (Source Unknown.) 

Being impetuous and launching out on a project before you have planned the 
course you will take often leads to frustration and a waste of time. God wants 
us to take all of our tasks to Him first, no matter how big or small, and ask for 
His blessing. Then and only then is a plan ready for execution. However, God 
also wants us to act on our plans and not just think about the work that needs to 
be done. Being able to work hard and accomplish much is a sword that cuts one 
way. Being able to plan well and executive that planning makes that a double-
edged sword for it cuts both ways. 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34) 

 

Listen For God’s Footsteps! (1 Samuel 13:11-12)

It may be true that there are two sides to every question, but it is also true that 
there are two sides to a sheet of flypaper, and it makes a big difference to the 
fly which side he chooses. 

I have often used this old axiom to help me through tough decisions; the ones 
that when we pray for an answer we don’t always receive one as soon as we 
wish. One of the hardest things for a Christian to do is to listen for God’s 
footsteps. That’s what my grandfather would always say. When I was a kid I 
knew that his words were meaningful but I really didn’t understand what he 
was trying to tell me. With the passage of time, however, his words literally 
drip with meaning. Sometimes God tells us to wait, to put our decision on hold, 
until He is ready to bless it. 

Robert Schuller writes: “I remember one winter my dad needed firewood, and 
he found a dead tree and sawed it down. In the spring, to his dismay, new 
shoots sprouted around the trunk. He said, ‘I thought sure it was dead. The 
leaves had all dropped in the wintertime. It was so cold that twigs snapped as if 
there were no life left in the old tree. But now I see that there was still life at 



the taproot.’ He looked at me and said, ‘Bob, don’t forget this important lesson. 
Never cut a tree down in the wintertime. Never make a negative decision in the 
low time. Never make your most important decisions when you are in your 
worst mood. Wait. Be patient. The storm will pass. The spring will 
come.’” (Robert H. Schuller, Tough Times Never Last, But Tough People Do!, Thomas Nelson.) 

It is difficult to trust God when we think that we know the right answer. It is 
especially hard to trust his timing when we feel that our timing is right on. 
God’s timing is perfect, however. And, until we recognize that, we take the risk 
of making choices that might not be the best for us. When we are faced with a 
difficult decision it is good to remember that God even uses delays to work 
together for our good. When the storms of life push you to make decisions you 
are not sure of, take time to listen for God’s footsteps. They will come; they 
always come. 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34) 

  

Putting Down The Pencil! (Matthew 16:26)

When it comes to smart choices, sometimes waiting things out, gives them time 
to settle. The art of decision here is knowing when the waiting needs to end and 
the starting begins. 

Recently I had the task of building a banister. Now banisters, complete with 
railing, insets and base plates, have a lot of angles and cuts to consider. Simply, 
the geometry and precision required of building that banister far outweighed 
the simple measuring and cutting of most carpentry tasks. I spent the first 
several days simply staring at the empty stair space and scribbling little 
drawings on a pad of paper. The planning was necessary. But, the more 
planning I put into it, the more the task seemed to grow. Finally, I knew that I 
had to leave the pad of paper behind and begin making some honest cuts. As 
daunting as the task seemed, I knew deep down that planning ultimately had to 
give way to constructing. 



C. S. Lewis writes: “When the author walks onto the stage, the play is over. 
God is going to invade, all right; but what is the good of saying you are on His 
side then, when you see the whole natural universe melting away like a dream 
and something else comes crashing in? This time it will be God without 
disguise; something so overwhelming that it will strike either irresistible love 
or irresistible horror into every creature. It will be too late then to choose your 
side. That will not be the time for choosing; It will be the time when we 
discover which side we really have chosen, whether we realized it before or 
not. Now, today, this moment, is our chance to choose the right side.(C.S. Lewis.) 

Planning and intending are an integral part of the decision process. To make 
good choices we need to be able to put the proper amount of and type of 
planning into it. Nevertheless, when the daunting tasks of life face us, and the 
temptation to procrastinate, to wait until we feel like we’re more ready and less 
open to fault or mistake, we are likely to miss the opportunity to choose when 
we need to. God gives us time to think and time to act in this life especially 
when it comes to our willingness to seek Him. Sometimes it’s time to put the 
pencil down and pick up the hammer and saw. 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34) 

 

Some Things Left Behind! (Matthew 9:9) 

One of the most painful things in life is the “leaving behind.” We just don’t like 
leaving the things we love behind. When we hold something in our hand that is 
safe and secure, it is difficult to let go. Because God has put so much love in 
us, our natural inclination is to keep what we have, give it all the love we can, 
and hope always for the best. Sometimes, however, moving on is necessary and 
that which we love may become the casualty. 

Recently I had to put one of our dogs down because she had become aggressive 
with one of the smaller members of our pack. For me, putting a dog down is 
one of the hardest things to do in life; especially when you become as attached 
to dogs as I am. The offending dog was one of my closest companions. She 
went everywhere with me and I had developed a deep affection for her. But she 



just couldn’t tolerate the other dogs. She had everything going for her. She was 
young–only a year and a half, in excellent shape and a champion breed. Yet, 
her aggressiveness made it impossible to keep her. There simply was no other 
choice. I had invested a lot in the dog, but I knew that for the sake of all the 
dogs, I knew that a seemingly ruthless decision had to be made. 

Film maker Walt Disney was ruthless in cutting anything that got in the way of 
a story’s pacing. Ward Kimball, one of the animators for Snow White, recalls 
working 240 days on a 4 1/2 minute sequence in which the dwarfs made soup 
for Snow White and almost destroyed the kitchen in the process. Disney 
thought it was funny, but he decided the scene stopped the flow of the picture, 
so out it went. (Kenneth Langley.) 

When the film of our lives is shown, will it be as great as it might be? A lot will 
depend on the multitude of “good” things we need to eliminate to make way 
for the great things God wants to do through us. Some choices in life can be 
painful. And, unfortunately, God sometimes asks us to leave the things we love 
behind in order to make room for the greater blessings He has already planned 
for us. Yet, a tear today may serve to clear the way for a smile tomorrow. 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34) 

Flash And Glitter! (Proverbs 1:10-19) 

Easy choices are sometimes those which we can clearly see the results right 
away. Recently my wife and I decided that it was time to consider replacing our 
ancient Airstream trailer, which is now over thirty years old, with something 
more up-to-date. We shopped around and considered the choices. Amazed at 
the array of conveniences that are now standard in most trailers, we began to 
narrow our choices down to two models. Finally, we made a choice and began 
to plan the financing. 

It seemed an easy choice and we began to wonder if we had missed something. 
The payments were affordable and the trailer lacked nothing for convenience 
and state-of-the-art. But, then it hit us. Airstreams are made to be on the road 



for thirty, forty, even fifty years. The nice little popup trailer we were looking at 
would probably be all worn out even before we had our loan paid off. What we 
thought was an easy choice had become a painful one. In the end, quality    
without convenience won out over convenience without quality. 

During World War II, Winston Churchill was forced to make a painful choice. 
The British secret service had broken the Nazi code and informed Churchill 
that the Germans were going to bomb Coventry. He had two alternatives: (1) 
evacuate the citizens and save hundreds of lives at the expense of indicating to 
the Germans that the code was broken; or (2) take no action, which would kill 
hundreds but keep the information flowing and possibly save many more lives. 
Churchill had to choose and followed the second course. (Klyne Snodgrass, Between Two 
Truths - Living with Biblical Tensions, 1990, Zondervan Publishing House, p. 179.) 

It would be great if all the choices in life were easy. But, it simply isn’t the way 
things are. In fact, often what seems an easy choice, is often the enticing choice 
when we sit down and really think it through. Choices that involve pain are 
often the choices that turn our being the right ones in the end. Flash and glitter 
accompany a lot of choices in this life, but flash and glitter are gone in a 
moment. It’s the quality of choices that really matters in the end. 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34) 

 


