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In A Fog! (Luke 12:13) 

Some time ago, a research firm did an analysis of privately owned companies 
through their boards of directors. They were seeking to discover what it was 
that kept company executives in their positions for a greater length of time. 
Was their ability to remain in their positions for a long period of time due to 
something that the company did for its managers or something that the 
managers did for the company. What they discovered was surprising although 
not totally unexpected when you weigh all the factors. Executives who keep 
their jobs the longest are the ones who suggest solutions when a problem is 
presented and don’t dwell on the problem. Longevity, the ability to stay with 
one company for a long period of time, has more to do with what a manager 
gives back that what he takes. 

Longevity was based on a little thing so vitally important–attitude. Companies 
keep managers who have an attitude of "can do" as opposed to "now what;" a 
little thing, but so important to the success of a business. Similarly, when it 
comes to solving the problems in our lives, God looks for something small but 
very important in us as well. 

Here's a story: Did you know that a dense fog covering seven city blocks to a 
depth of 100 feet is composed of less that one glass of water. That amount of 
water is divided into about 60 billion tiny droplets. Yet when those minute 



particles settle over a city or the countryside, they can almost blot out 
everything from sight–something very small affecting something very large. 
(The Paper Pulpit.) 

Many Christians today live their lives in a fog. They allow a cupful of troubles 
to cloud their vision and dampen their spirit. Anxiety, turmoil and defeat 
strangle their thoughts. Their lives are being "choked by the cares of this 
world" (Luke 8:14). But "God" according to the Apostle Paul, "has NOT given us a 
spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline" (2 Tim. 1:7). Dwelling on 
the problem creates a poor attitude. It would be far better to dwell on the 
potential for solution than the fact that a problem exists. When we bring our 
problems to God we need to lay them at the feet of our Savior with the attitude 
that whatever God decides will be good for me; that there is a solution to my 
problem and He has the answers. The answer to our prayer may not be the one 
we were looking for. But, if we keep an attitude of being willing to change our 
lives should He ask us to, that attitude will go a long way in lifting the fog of 
uncertainly in our lives. Staying power, the ability of a Christian to remain at 
one with His Lord and on the same page as his maker, has everything to do 
with how we obediently react to God's promise to act and little to do with when 
He chooses to do so. 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34) 

 

Perspective! (1 Samuel 17:26) 

The best way through a problem is straight ahead. Have you ever heard that 
said? Take, for example, the Biblical giant Goliath. The Israelites had two 
choices presented to them. They could go and do a personal, one-on-one battle 
with him as he wanted them to, or they could find a way around him without 
having to fight him. They chose to go around Goliath by trying to ignore him. 
David, the shepherd boy, on the other hand, chose to go straight ahead and do 
as Goliath proposed: commit to a one-on-one battle with the formidable giant. 
For him Goliath was not a GIANT problem; Goliath was a giant who was a 
PROBLEM. And he knew that in God’s eyes Goliath was nothing more than a 



speck, just another big man filled with himself. David, by choosing to use 
God's eyes to see the problem, attacked the problem from God's perspective, 
not his, and Goliath was defeated. 

When we choose to see our problems as obstacles, something to try to find our 
way around instead of something that can be tackled head-on, we often end up 
making the problem bigger and deeper than it is. We lose perspective and the 
problem looms larger and more foreboding than it really is. 

Here's a story: An old farmer had plowed around a large rock in one of his 
fields for years. Year after year he'd hit the same rock with his plow. He had 
broken several plowshares and a cultivator on it. Nevertheless, it just seemed 
like too much work to do anything about the rock other than push around it 
once he'd hit it. After breaking another plowshare one fall, and remembering all 
the trouble the rock had caused him through the years, he finally determined to 
do something about it. Anticipating a large rock that would take considerable 
effort to dislodge, he armed himself with every tool possible that could make 
the digging easier. Finally he decided on a crowbar. When he put his crowbar 
under the rock it flipped up exposing a flat underside. After all of these years he 
was surprised to discover that what he thought was a huge boulder was only 
about six inches thick and that he could break it up easily with a small 
sledgehammer. (Bits and Pieces) 

When it comes to many of life's more troubling problems, we often tell 
ourselves we'll come back and tackle it later. What often happens is we never 
do. Despite the fact that the obstacle keeps reappearing over and over, we're 
usually hesitant to take the time to fix it and be done with it. When we're 
tempted to go around our problems time and time again, we had best stop and 
ask if the cost in time and money and trouble is worth it. We may find what 
seemed a giant of a problem was only giant part of our imagination to begin 
with. Straight ahead beats going around every time. 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34) 

  



Holy Molehills! (Deuteronomy 3:1-3) 

Isn't it strange how one man's problem can become another man's opportunity? 
It seems that sometimes some of our worst challenges, discarded or passed on, 
often are picked up again by someone else and everything changes. The car 
that sits in my garage today, for example, was another man's huge challenge. 
He had it stored in his barn for a number of years and didn't drive it much. 
Over time the car collected a deep blanket of dust and dirt. The tires dried out 
and interior had taken on a bit of a musty odor. Despite the fact that the car had 
only 21,000 miles on it, because it was nearly 40 years old, it had major 
underbody and frame problems from sitting idle for so many years. The owner 
looked at it as one big repair problem. The car had become a challenge, a real 
problem for him. He sold it to me and all I could see was opportunity. I needed 
a reliable vehicle at a fair price. I had some money to invest in repairs. If I 
invested so much in the structural repairs I would have a car that, although 
nearly 40-years-old, had relatively few miles on it; and, at a very good price–
his problem, my opportunity. 

How often in life haven't we experienced problems when bills needed to be 
paid, and the worries and the heartaches just kept mounting every day. And 
then we experience relief and wonder: "Lord, I don't know how you did it." We 
can't explain the where's or why's. All we know, we've seen our mountains turn 
to blessings in disguise. There's an old song that goes: "No, I've never moved a 
mountain, for my faith is far too small. Yet, I thank you, Lord of Heaven, you 
have always heard my call. And as long as there are mountains in my life, I'll 
have no fear, for the mountain-moving Jesus is my strength and always near. 
(Source Unknown.) 

Every problem in this life is an opportunity to prove God's power. Every day 
we encounter countless golden opportunities, brilliantly disguised as 
insurmountable problems. The trick is always being on alert for opportunities 
disguised as problems. When the problems of this life loom large, that's when 
God is at His best. He moves before us and knocks them down to size. The 
Bible often depicts God as our "deliverer," the One who takes problems and 
turns them into possibilities. We just need to believe He will do it, and it is 
done. He is sovereign and when there seems to be no way, God will find it for 



us. Is there a problem in your life that seems insurmountable? Turn it over to 
God and let Him "deliverer" it back to you cleaned-up and repackaged as a new 
challenge, a sparkling opportunity. Like that old car, sometimes all it takes is a 
willingness to look beyond the work. Who knows, your problem may be 
nothing more than a gem in the rough. 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34) 

 

A Hound On A Cocklebur! (Numbers 16:13-14) 

A number of years ago we took a family vacation to the upper Great Lakes and 
Canada. We were towing our old Airstream trailer and as long as we kept to the 
normal highways with two to four lanes of traffic, I was pretty comfortable 
pulling 25' of trailer and over 6,000 pounds of trailer and gear behind me. That 
is until we drove down into one of the busiest cities in Canada, Toronto. In 
order to turn east and follow along the shores of the eastern Great Lakes, we 
needed to pass right through downtown Toronto. What was four turned into six 
and then eight lanes. Suddenly I found myself in a huge interchange 
surrounded by hundreds of speeding trucks and cars. I knew I was headed in 
the right direction, but I sure had my doubts about all the lane decisions I had 
to make in order to get out of that city and to my destination. For a while I 
really felt that I had made a terrible mistake. Would I ever find my way out of 
this maze of traffic? But, in a matter of a few minutes, I discovered that what I 
felt had been a pretty difficult thing was a lot easier than I thought. I just 
needed to keep going and not make the problem bigger than it was. 

When it comes to many of the problems in life that confront us as Christians, 
just calming down and moving forward in the right direction is often the best 
choice. Sometimes it's best to move on rather than sit around complaining and 
being indecisive. 

Here's a story: There's an old Ozark story about a hound sitting in a country 
store and howling as hounds do. In comes a stranger who just can't figure out 
why the old hound kept on howling. So the stranger walks over to a nearby 
clerk and with a puzzled look asked "Why." The clerk merely smiled and not 



even looking up from his work replied: "T'aint nothin' wrong with him at all. 
Fact is, he's just sitting on a cocklebur." "Well, why doesn't he just get off?" 
Said the stranger, a bit perturbed. To which the clerk matter-of-factly replied: "I 
guess he'd just rather holler." (Bits and Pieces, May, 1990, p. 20.) 

Most of life's problems are like those confusing freeway interchanges. At first it 
doesn't look like there's a way out but eventually there is. The same seems to be 
true when it comes to trusting in God when things get tough. Unfortunately, we 
often lose faith and begin to doubt about God’s ability to get us through based 
solely on our perception of what isn't difficult for Him to do. Like that hound 
sitting on a cocklebur, we cry out in frustration only to discover that if we just 
moved on, the problem might be solved. God's will is that we just keep on 
driving and watching the road. When problems arise, forge ahead in faith. 
Cockleburs stop hurting when we decide to leave them behind. 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34) 

Just Pebbles In A Brook! (James 1:2) 

No Name Creek runs just behind our house. It's a small, nondescript little 
brook, shallow even by brook standards. It's spring-fed so it often dries up 
during the Dog Days of summer. The little brook is a fairly slow runner as 
brooks go since the incline between the spring source and the Milwaukee River 
several miles away is only slight. When we first moved to Beech Springs over 
two decades ago, we fell in love with the little brook, but were, after a period of 
time, disappointed that it wasn’t the babbling brook that we could listen to on a 
warm summer evening as we sat on the deck overlooking the backyard and the 
little brook beyond. Being shallow with at times shrinking water levels, the 
water would often become nothing more than a trickle over the moss-covered 
rocks. As summer moved on and we began to clear the land around the house, 
we moved tons of limestone that had been placed in old flowerbeds here and 
there around the property. Not thinking of a better place to put it, we carted it 
down to No Name Creek and dumped it. It wasn’t long before the little brook 
began to sing. Unintentionally, the rocks we dumped had given the brook its 



needed voice as the spring waters now had something to complain about as 
they pushed over their new barriers. 

Many problems in life are like that. At first they seem daunting, but a simple 
thing sometimes cut them down to size. 

Sometimes what seems like a problem, a load of rocks, for example, turns out 
to be nothing more than the very solution you were looking for. Here's a story: 
The 1975 World Series was one of the classic baseball series ever. And, one of 
the most classic television shots from that Series was when NBC captured 
Carlton Fisk, jumping up and down, waving his arms, trying to coax his long 
fly ball to right to stay fair. It did–for a home run. That colorful closeup would 
have been missed had the cameraman followed the ball with his camera, as was 
his responsibility. But the cameraman inside the Fenway Park scoreboard had 
one eye on a rat that was circling him. So instead of focusing the camera on the 
ball, he left it on Fisk. That little mistake made for a very large profit for NBC 
in the months and years to come. (Source Unknown.) 

If there were no rocks in the brook, it wouldn’t sing. And, if there are no trials 
in this life we wouldn’t know the joy that these can bring as they draw us 
closer to our Savior, Jesus Christ. Problems come and go in this life just as the 
waters ebb and flow in that little brook, but a life free of trouble is a life like a 
brook without those blocks of limestone–you’d never hear it sing. Want a life 
that sings, invite a little trouble today and then listen for the tune. It sounds a 
bit like: "Jesus Loves Me, This I Know!" 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own” (Matt 6:34) 


